A DNA probe for the detection of Mycobacterium paratuberculosis.
A genomic library of DNA extracted from Mycobacterium paratuberculosis was constructed in the expression vector lambda gt 11. The library was screened by plaque hybridization with labelled M. paratuberculosis genomic DNA as probe. Strongly hybridizing plaques were isolated and their DNA extracted and characterised for M. paratuberculosis specificity by hybridization to DNA from other Mycobacteriaceae. A clone was obtained which was specific for M. paratuberculosis. DNA from this clone could detect 7 ng M. paratuberculosis DNA.